Retinal pigment epithelium tears following intravitreal ranibizumab therapy.
Two patients with choroidal neovascularization secondary to age-related macular degeneration (AMD) developed a retinal pigment epithelial (RPE) tear following intravitreal injection of ranibizumab. One patient developed the RPE tear within 2 weeks of the injection, the other within 6 weeks of a second injection. Both patients presented with vision loss of one line at diagnosis of the RPE tear. During long-term follow-up, visual acuity improved in one patient by one line and deteriorated in the second patient by three lines. RPE tears may occur after intravitreal injection of ranibizumab in patients with neovascular AMD, probably because of the rapid regression of the fibrovascular membrane.